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Topeka Chapter

2005 – 2006 History Report

MEETINGS

We have traditionally held at least one meeting monthly.  This meeting is a formal meeting of the Chapter Executive Committee to conduct the business of the Chapter.  Attendance has been particularly good this past year.  Minutes are kept of each meeting and published on the Chapter website.  These meetings have become very important as the Chapter has broadened its offerings to the professional community and more volunteers have been involved in these activities.  Meetings of the CEC are held in the evenings, shortly after work, and pizza and soft drinks are provided.
Professional Lecture Series

For 2005/6, the Chapter has provided a monthly lecture to provide a full CPE for each person in attendance.  Sabrina Wells was Director of the Lecture Series this year.  The hour-long lecture has been scheduled over the lunch period, with time prior to the noon start time to start the lunch and network with colleagues.  This format also allowed us to bring in a different type of speaker, one that could provide more depth on a subject.  The lecture meeting was established as a luncheon so members and non-members could better anticipate the format, cost, location, and date.  The Chapter adopted the title “Professional Lecture Series” to better reflect the intent of the program format.  The Professional Lecture Series provided 173 hours of CPE credit.

Professional Lecture Series – Speakers

· June 8 - INTERNET SCAMS; CONSUMER WATCH Lynn Weddle, Detective, Topeka Police Department (28.5 KB PDF) 

· May 11 - UNCLAIMED PROPERTY Lynn Jenkins, Kansas State Treasurer (28.5 KB PDF) 

· April 13 - FINANCIAL REPORTING THE BOSS NEEDS FOR DECISIONMAKING, Richard Harmon, Topeka Councilman; William R. Seck, Superintendent Kansas Highway Patrol; Larry Wilson, United States Coast Guard (28.5 KB PDF) 

· March 9 - BUSINESS PROCUREMENT CARDS Scott Frank Legislative Division of Post Audit; Tim Hund, Kansas Division of Accounts and Reports; Jay Oyler, City of Topeka Procurement Officer (28.4 KB PDF) 

· February 9 – “Key Issues of the Kansas Legislative Session” Senator Steve Morris, President of the Kansas Senate 

· January 12 – “Highlights of the 2006 State of Kansas Budget” Duane Goossen, Kansas Budget Director 

· December 08 – “Market Trends 2005” Dr. Robert A. Weigand, University of Washburn School of Business 

· November 10 – “Internal Controls; A Practical Guide to Help Ensure Financial Integrity” Dennis Moss CIA, Director, University of Kansas Internal Audit 
· October 13 – “Trends in the Accounting Profession; What do Employers Want?” PANEL: Jim Gourley, Director of Career Services (Washburn University); Shari Rawlings, Director of Sales and Marketing (Premier Personnel); Jolene Byer, Business Career Services (University of Kansas) 

HOLIDAY PARTY

In December, the Chapter held its annual holiday get-together.  Although no fee was charged, a donation of $5 per person was requested for Toys for Tots, our annual holiday public service function.  Donations were solicited by our Community Service Director, Nickie Roberts, from local merchants for prizes to be given out to attendees during the party.  The Chapter also allotted approximately $200 for party gifts for those persons attending.  During the party, tickets were given to each attendee.  A drawing was made and all the gifts were presented.  

The Party provided a deli sandwich tray with assorted meats and breads, and, numerous snack items including chips, peanuts, and pretzels.  The Chapter also provided a full bar for mixed drinks, beer and soft drinks.  A special treat this year was a large container of pickled eggs.  Lots of fun ensued as everyone challenged everyone else to try one.
AGA MIDWEST REGIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE

The Chapter’s Annual “Midwest Regional Professional Development Conference” was conducted May 13 and 14.  The conference was organized by a committee headed by Brandi Baer, President-Elect.  This year’s attendance was 91 registered persons, which was made up half of members and half of non-members.  The two-day conference was entitled, “The Expanding Role of Today’s Financial Manager.”  The cost was $250 for members and $270 for non-members.  A $20 discount was offered for early registration.

AGA President Sam McCall, and Tom Sadowski, AGA National Treasurer, were on hand to kick-off the Conference.  Sandy Praeger, Kansas Commissioner of Insurance was on hand to update everyone on the efforts of her office related to making health insurance more affordable and Linda Wood of the City of Topeka Controller’s Office presented an overview of the bond process for state and local units of government.  Other lecture topics included Fraud Investigations, Ethics, and Laughter in the Workplace.  JD Williams spoke on behalf of Oracle, giving a perspective on Government finance gained from his years of experience.  The Conference provided 14.5 CPE for each registered individual for a total of 1,015 CPE granted over the two days.

Andy McKee provided the evening entertainment.  The music, dancing, appetizers, and drinks were all provided in the registration cost for attendees.  

Income from the conference provides the revenue used to support the organization throughout the following year.

AGA NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE

a. The annual national conference was attended by four members of the Topeka Chapter.  Chapter President Scott Alisoglu, President-Elect Brandi Baer, and Marsha Pappen, Director of the Chapter Recognition Program, attended the San Diego Conference.  During the conference, the Chapter was recognized for reaching the Platinum service level.  The Platinum level is the highest service level that AGA has for recognition of the work completed by individual Chapters.  The elevation of the Chapter is a reflection of very hard work by many individuals.  In addition, the Chapter was given a national award in recognition of its new website and its content.
THE TOPEKA REGISTER

The Topeka Chapter renewed publication of the Chapter’s newsletter, the Topeka Register.  With many thanks to Brandi Baer, newsletter chair, writer and editor, publication has been on a monthly basis since March of 2005.

NEW WEB SITE

The Chapter’s new web site has become a useful tool for use by the members.  The registrations for The Professional Lecture Series are made through the site as are the registrations for the annual AGA Midwest Regional Professional Development Conference.  The new site can be accessed at www.agaks.org 

GUBERNATORIAL PROCLAMATION

Governor Kathleen Sebelius proclaimed the month of March as Certified Governmental Finance Manager Month.  The proclamation was signed in the Governor’s office by the Governor and Secretary of State Ron Thornburg on March 3, 2006.

AGA CHAPTER RECOGNITION PROGRAM

The Topeka Chapter was recognized at the Platinum status for the 2005/2006 year.  This program requires extensive computation of points for the conduct of certain activities as set out by the national organization.  Marsha Pappen directed the collection of information and the computation of points to ensure the Chapter was recognized for the activities it performed.

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAM

Under the able direction of Nickie Roberts, the AGA Topeka Chapter once again excelled in its community service efforts.  The following is the report for the 2005/2006 year.

Race Against Breast Cancer
September 17, 2005
· Members Participating; Carolyn Brock, Shirley Hollis, Brandi Baer, Scott Alisoglu, and Nickie Roberts

· 200 pt. event, 25 X member X number of hours 

· 200 + (25* 25.5) = 837.5 pts. 

· Washburn University Interview 

· Total points - 837.5 

Toys for Tots 

· November - December 2005 

· $285 in donations, including $100 from Topeka AGA Chapter. 

· 95 toys were donated to US Marines 

· Total points = 275 

AGA Katrina Donation Relief

· November 

· $500 Chapter Donation 

Local Red Cross Flood Relief Fund

· November 

· $500 Chapter Donation 

VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) 

· January - April 2006 

· Volunteers - Kevin Gullett 

Battered Women's Task Force

· 100 Door Prizes donated by local merchants 

· $400 raised in donations 

· Our Thanks to Dr. Robert Bell of Topeka who donated two cases of toothbrushes and toothpaste 

· Special Thanks to Nickie Roberts and Shirley Hollis 

· Funds donated to food pantry 

American Heart Walk

· Rescheduled to Fall 2006 

· Downtown, Topeka 

Volunteers needed for assistance with registrations or Walk, Accepting Donations. 

Topeka Rescue Mission 

· June 2006 

Ronald McDonald House

· Year Long Project 

· Collect Can Tabs 

· You can turn in can tabs at any meeting 

PRESIDENT AWARDS

President Scott Alisoglu presented the annual President Awards for the 2005/2006 Activity Year.  
ANNUAL AUDIT

This year’s audit was conducted by Mary Johnston of the Kansas Insurance Department.  
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