AGA Topeka Chapter
Minutes of Chapter Executive Committee

September 7, 2006

The meeting was called to order by President Brandi Baer at 6:00 p.m.  Chapter Executive Committee (CEC) members in attendance were:  Brandi Baer, Kathy Bohnhoff, Pam Simecka, Sabrina Wells, Nickie Roberts, Melinda Richter, Walt Darling, and Debbie White.

The following corrections to the minutes of the August 3, 2006 CEC meeting were identified:  change Melinda Hewitt to Melinda Richter and, on page 2, change “The chapter received an award for the website, which Walt accepted. . . “ to . . . “which Scott accepted. . . “.  Pam moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Kathy seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of 2006 – 2007 Budget – Brandi presented a proposed budget for 2006 – 2007.  The goal for the PDC is 120 attendees.  The breakeven point, assuming $3,000 in sponsorships is 91 attendees.  The breakeven point, assuming no sponsorships, is 100 attendees.  The proposed budget increases the line item for attendance at the National PDC.  It is anticipated that the Chapter will want to send 4 members to this year’s National PDC:  president, president-elect, immediate past-president, and regional RVP-elect.  The proposed budget also reflects increases in the holiday and summer social budgets, chapter meetings, and membership allowance related to membership incentives.  There is no scholarship money budgeted due to the need for the CEC to determine the preferred direction of the chapter as it relates to scholarships for college students.  The need for CGFM scholarships was identified.  Sabrina moved to add a line item to the budget in the amount of $1,500 for CGFM scholarships.  Pam seconded the motion.  Motion passed with 6 in favor and 2 opposed.  Sabrina moved to approve the 2006 – 2007 budget as amended.  Pam seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
PDC Update – Sabrina reported that the committee met on August 29.  The conference will offer 14 hours of continuing education.  The draft agenda was discussed.  Randy Bailes is working on a draft brochure.  The Chapter has received an opinion from the Governmental Ethics Commission regarding the ability of State employees to solicit donations for AGA.  The Commission’s opinion is that solicitation is allowed as long as the person holds himself or herself out as an AGA member and not a State employee.
Treasurer’s Report – Kathy distributed the treasurer’s report through August 31, 2006.  Walt asked about the Form 990 issue identified in the last chapter year.  Kathy reported that she will be looking into what needs to be done.  Walt moved to amend the budget to add $1,000 to pay for professional services related to IRS Form 990.  Brandi seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
Chapter Recognition – Melinda reported that she had turned in the points for the first quarter of the chapter year.  The total points were 5,200.

Professional Lecture Series – Brandi reported that the Clevenger’s will present at the PLS on September 14 at Washburn.  The October 12 PLS will be held at Ward Meade and the topic will be data security in the public sector.  Leo Hafner of Legislative Post Audit will be the speaker at the November 16 PLS and will discuss the importance of accountability in government.

Community Service – Nickie reported that the Race Against Breast Cancer will be September 14 – 16 at Washburn.  We have approximately 6 volunteers for Thursday, 7 for Friday, and 1 for Saturday.  The American Heart Walk will be in October.  Nickie asked about purchasing items for give-aways for the PDC and other social events.  The CEC approved this expenditure out of the Community Service line item.
Membership -  Walt reported that the chapter currently has 85 members.  The type of membership renewal to offer during the next renewal period was discussed.  Pam moved to leave the 2007 registration fee for the PDC at $230 for members and $250 for non-members and to pay for the cost of memberships for all attendees.  Sabrina seconded.  Discussion was held.  The motion passed with 4 in favor and 3 opposed.  More discussion was held.  Pam rescinded the previous motion and moved to send the issue of PDC registration fees back to the PDC committee for consideration.  It would be the recommendation of the CEC that the rate for members be $250 and the rate for non-members be $270.  The incentive program for membership would be the same as last year.  A review should be done to see if this membership incentive has a positive impact on membership numbers.   Debbie seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
Website – Walt reported that the emails for registrations for the monthly professional lecture series and for the PDC should now be going to the appropriate people.
CGFM – Pam reported that National Office is offering a $20 rebate incentive for CGFM applications received and approved between September 1 and November 30.  There is a Chapter CGFM award available at the National level.  Application deadline is March of 2007.  There will be another “Cram & Exam” offered at the National PDC in June of 2007.  Interested individuals can review for the CGFM exam for two days and then take the 3 exams free of charge.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.

Debbie White

Secretary
