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Upcoming AGA Events  
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**Reminder** 
 

AGA Membership  
Deadline 

is March 31st, 2009.   
 

Please see page two 
for scholarship  

details…  
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What a trying time.  Our government and our familie s 
have overspent our ability to buy so the economic e n-
gine is slowing down.   But, we are now going to ov er-
spend even more to get the economy going again.  Re -
gardless what side you are on, what we all know is 
that we are facing an uncertain future.  Even the S tate 

of Kansas, usually sheltered from the economic ups and downs, is facing 
the possibility of major reductions in spending.  I t won’t be long before the 
local governments will be scrambling for ways to cu t back.  I hope that 
this message finds you employed or comfortably reti red. 
 

Attendance at the PDC this year was down.  Unfortun ately, the PDC is 
the only function we hold that usually makes money and it provides the 
financing for our annual budget.   For those of you  that are wondering 
how you are going to make it through this next year , let me say that the 
Topeka Chapter is planning to help where we can by using monies saved 
up from prior years.  Based on discussions underway  in the Executive 
Committee, we plan to provide you with financial as sistance in becoming 
a member or renewing your membership.  More details  are provided else-
where in this newsletter. 

 
With every downturn comes an opportunity.  As jobs become scarce, and 
each individual more critical to the overall work e ffort, employers will be 
looking for something special that clearly separate s candidates for each 
opening.  What do you have that separates you from other candidates?  
Most employers look for a positive attitude and a f ocus toward the future.  
This is where your certifications can set you apart  and above your compe-
tition. 
 

If you have a college degree, AGA can provide the C GFM certification to 
you.  This certification demonstrates that you have  the knowledge and 
experience to operate as a key employee.  The certi fication follows a series 
of three tests that merely demonstrate what you alr eady know.  The AGA 
Topeka Chapter can provide study guides and support  through a study 
group to help you achieve the certification in mini mal time.  The tests can 
be taken here in Topeka or you can take them while you are at the Na-
tional PDC. 
 

The time is now to make a difference in your life.  Step up now for a way 
to clearly separate you from other candidates for m ore rewarding jobs! 

Two of our members are hurting and we know that you r thoughts are with 
them.  Larry Barrett has undergone surgery and is d oing well in the heal-
ing and rehabilitation process.  Sandra Dreasher, w ho has been oversee-
ing our Professional Lecture Series, has been calle d upon to assist her 
husband, who was injured in a car / pedestrian acci dent.  Fortunately, 
Duane is improving on a daily basis. 

Walt Darling 
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Advancing Government Accountability 

Visit us on the WEB… 

www.agaks.org  
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Members Present : Nickie Roberts, Walt Darling, Linda Farlow, Scott  Alisoglu, Brandi Baer, Marti Leisinger, Melinda 
Richter 
 
Members Absent:  Sabrina Wells, Fred Baer, Muriah Baker, Pam Simecka , Kathy Bohnhoff 
 
Approval of Minutes  – No changes to December 2008 and January 2009 min utes; both unanimously approved. 
 

PDC – Marti reviewed the finalized schedule for both days  (February 26-27) and reviewed hotel costs. Melinda  is doing 
the evaluation form this year.  The PDC Committee w ill meet the night before the conference (Feb 25) a t 5:30 p.m. at the 
Capital Plaza Hotel to put bags together.  We will need help with registration at the conference, so p lease get in touch 
with Marti.  We decided that food for the breaks wo uld be placed outside the rooms, so as not to cause  interference and to 
get people leaving the room and moving around.  The  CEC then debated the merits of a membership schola rship for peo-
ple that don’t  attend the 2009 PDC, but that attended last year, and even those that never attended a PDC. The CEC 
unanimously voted to approve a three-tiered scholar ship system: (1) For 2009 PDC attendees, AGA will p ay $70; (2) for 
those that didn’t attend the 2009 PDC, but that att ended the 2008 PDC, AGA will pay $45; and (3) for m ost everyone 
else, AGA will pay $20. However, members must reque st the scholarship by the end of March in order to be eligible.  The 
CEC also discussed the possibility of awarding poin ts to people attending various AGA functions and th en awarding 
scholarships based on the number of points earned. 
 

PDC Social – Brandi noted that the theme of the Conference Socia l will be Mardi Gras. She and Melinda have pur-
chased boas, hats, beads, ducks, crawfish, etc. The y’ll continue working on the specifics. 
 

Treasurer’s Report  – Pam was absent. 
 

Audio Conference  – Linda noted that two people attended the January  audio conference, one of whom was herself. 
 

CGFM – Additional notices advertising the formation of a s tudy group has not resulted in additional members.  Cur-
rently, there are three people participating.  Bran di noted that several ideas have been discussed as meeting locations.  
The library has two-hour rooms for up to four peopl e that are available free of charge.  However, unle ss our group gets 
larger it may just meet at one of the members house .  We are on the State’s list for the proclamation.   

 

Early Careers  – Melinda relayed that there will be no more early  career PDC scholarships from National for the na-
tional Professional Development Conference in New O rleans this summer.  There will be an early career regional confer-
ence call next week. 
 

Community Service  – The loose change program has raised $39.28 thus far.  We’ve gotten no responses for the call for 
VITA volunteers.  Nickie has confirmed 80 door priz es for the Battered Women’s Task Force raffle at th e PDC.   
 

Website  – No changes. 
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If you have a topic or news 
item you wish to have in-

cluded in the Topeka Regis-
ter, please contact  

Muriah Baker at 
Muriah.Baker@da.ks.gov   

 
AGA AUDIO CONFERENCE 4/8/09 

 
The Future of Government Auditing—Which Direction(s ) Are We Heading?  

�
On April 8, 2009, AGA, in conjunction with the National Association of State Auditors, Comptrollers and Treas-
urers (NASACT) and the Association of Local Government Auditors (ALGA), is pleased to announce  a new 
and increasingly important topic to our audio conference schedule – the future of auditing.  You may register 
NOW at the Topeka AGA Chapter website: http://www.agaks.org/  This conference will be held in Lawrence at 
the KU Continuing Education building from 1:00pm - 3:00pm.  
 

Auditing has evolved over the years with many different types of audits being developed— financial, perform-
ance, follow-up, managerial, operational, etc. Some believe auditors have become too cozy with the audited 
and have sacrificed their independence for cooperation and expediency, while others view auditing from a 
“gotcha” mentality whereby it is the role of the auditor to find as many things wrong as necessary and catch 
the bad guys. 
 
Listen as a group of experienced, audit executives from each level of government address specific questions 
regarding the direction auditing is taking and what the audit industry must do to maintain its credibility. Learn 
the differences—and similarities—in the perspectives these experts bring to the table.  
 
To share their practical experiences in auditing and views towards the future of auditing are Jeanette M. Fran-
zel, CGFM, CPA, Director of Financial Management and Assurance, U.S. Government Accountability Office; 
David R. Hancox, CGFM, CIA, Audit Director, Office of the State Comptroller, State of New York; and Drum-
mond Kahn , CGFM, CIA, Director of Audit Services, City of Portland, Oregon. 
 
Please join us for two hours of lively discussion about this important and timely topic. In addition to the 
speaker’s commentary, there will be approximately 20 minutes for Q & A so that the participants can ask the 
speaker questions and share their own experiences. 


